
TOPIC: HOMELESSNESS 

SAMPLE LETTER TO POLITICIANS 
 

To:  

-MP Marco Mendicino, marco.mendicino@parl.gc.ca 

-MPP Robin Martin, robin.martin@pc.ola.org 

-Mayor John Tory, mayor_tory@toronto.ca  

-City Councillor Mike Colle, councillor_colle8@toronto.ca    

-City Councillor Ana Bailao, Planning and Housing Committee Chair, councillor_bailao@toronto.ca  

-MPP Steve Clark, Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing, steve.clark@pc.ola.org  

-MP Adam Vaughan, Parliamentary Secretary for Housing, adam.vaughan@parl.gc.ca 

 

My experience with the homeless in Toronto tells me that none of them want to live on the street or be 

treated as 'bums.' Some may turn to drugs as a coping mechanism because of the trap we have put them 

in. But our atrocious overcrowded shelters scream out that we do not value everyone equally.  

 

Shamefully its only recently, when the possibility of the homeless spreading viruses amongst 

themselves and the rest of us, that society seems to have awakened. Hopefully its now obvious that we 

need to provide conditions that enable everyone to be contributors rather than takers from society. We 

can all benefit from everyone's contribution. 

 

Yes, the City should buy up vacant hotels and support people there, as their stepping stones back into 

their own proper housing.  Vacant hotels are probably more readily available than the modular homes 

the City has just started to build, though obviously modular homes would be a better long-term 

solution. Our currently homeless friends will pay for their housing once they are given enough respect 

to have a job or a livable income. We cannot kick anyone back out onto the street once the pandemic 

waves have passed. Re-eviction would be like kicking people when they are down, telling them we are 

no longer valued members of society! The focus needs to be on supporting people while they find their 

new foundations, not kicking them out of society once again.  

 

We need only follow the lead of the charitable sector (like Fred Victor in central Toronto) for examples 

of the benefits of converting shelters to hotels and building supportive housing - 35 years ago. Will we 

finally wake up to such examples under our nose? Will we follow Finland's lead by recognizing 

housing as a human right? 

 

A program of buying up faltering hotel space and rapidly building thousands of modular homes requires 

support from multiple levels of government. Once we have taken steps to ensure that everyone gets 

a livable income so they can rent their own decent space, the City can sell these places. The new federal 

CERB is a baby step in the direction of a livable income, but needs to be institutionalized and brought 

to a level that enables a decent standard of living for all. 

 

I believe we need to value and respect everyone in our society, regardless of their wealth. 

 

Sincerely, 

[Your name and address] 

javascript:;
javascript:;
javascript:;
javascript:;
mailto:councillor_bailao@toronto.ca
mailto:steve.clark@pc.ola.org
mailto:adam.vaughan@parl.gc.ca

