
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This is a lousy photo. It is poorly lighted and composed. The items in it, like toilet paper and blankets, are 

humdrum. The people in the photo don’t know each other and, thanks to COVID restrictions, the most 

important people aren’t in it at all.  

And yet, this is a great photo.  

It tells us we are not alone. 

It is about being connected to God and each other by love. 

It is about connecting to what matters in life. 

Here’s the story. 

When the pandemic started, the City of Toronto realized that dormitory-style homeless shelters pose a 

serious risk to residents. As part of the solution, the City rented the former Roehampton Hotel to provide 

temporary housing for people who are homeless. The North Toronto Cluster of United Churches reached 

out to the shelter team, offering assistance to help our sisters and brothers in need. One of the requests 

was to provide baskets of household essentials to help people who are moving out of the shelter and into 

permanent housing. As part of the team, Fairlawn put out a call to the congregation and community 

asking for donations. Many people responded with gently used items on our list and gifts of cash.  

The photo shows us delivering our first five baskets (well, actually, each was a basket plus two boxes plus 

a bag of bedding, but “basket” is simpler!) and ten more will follow this summer. This is the result of 

contributions from dozens of Fairlawn members and friends. They aren’t in the photo, but the items that 

they donated are. Imagine those people in the photo, behind the boxes.  

One member of the staff at Roehampton is in the photo. She’s part of a large team that helps to make 

Roehampton a home for the people who live there. Every member of the team whom I’ve met has been 

engaged, caring, passionate, and professional. Imagine them squeezing in with us behind the boxes.  

Then, there are the most important people who aren’t in the photo: the recipients. They are people who’ve 

experienced homelessness and are moving into permanent housing as part of the “housing first” 

approach, which recognizes that people are better able to move forward with their lives if they first have 

a place to call home. Once housed, they are provided with support, including physical and mental health, 

education, employment, substance abuse treatment, and community connections. Our modest gift helps 

to make the move to permanent housing easier and helps to share love. Imagine them front and centre, 

surrounded by people, like you, who care about them.  

Now that everyone is in the picture (even if only in your mind’s eye), it’s a great photo.  

It is about connecting to what matters in life. 

It is about being connected to God and each other by love. 

It tells us we are not alone. 

We’re going to keep advocating for permanent structural change to address the root causes of poverty 

and homelessness. But, sometimes – as in this case – we can help to alleviate some of the immediate 

problems created by homelessness.  

Thanks for putting yourself in the picture.  

         -Derek Wishart  

 



 

FAIRLAWN AVENUE UNITED CHURCH WEEKLY NEWSLETTER 

FAIRLAWN GREETINGS! 
May 27 – June 3, 2021 

 
Please send Greetings! submissions to greetings@fairlawnavenueunited.ca by Tuesday noon. 

Maximum length for Greetings! notices: 110 words generally and 150 words for a more complex Governing Council notice. 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, May 30:  

Online Worship Service. Sunday at 10:30 a.m., we gather online to worship. Select this week's Trinity Sunday service with 
the Rev. Rob Metcalf. The scripture reading is Luke 22:24-27. You can also access the service audio only by phone. Check 
the calendar above for call-in details.  

This Sunday’s Music. Eleanor Daley, Director of Music has curated an online music bulletin, which contains a virtual 
performance by the world-renowned VOCES8 of Fauré’s Sanctus from his “Requiem”, a recording of Tchaikovsky’s sublime 
Hymn of the Cherubim, accompanied by an array of celestial photos, as well as hymns and anthems observing Trinity 
Sunday. The virtual offering in this week’s worship service features a composition by Fairlawn soprano section lead Anne 
Bornath, sung by her and members of her family. The musical offering in the service video is included in the online bulletin. 
Please scroll below the postlude to read the music notes. 

Congregational Meeting. Notice was given on Sunday, May 23, and will be given again this Sunday, May 30, that we will 
hold a brief Congregational Meeting on Sunday, May 30, on Zoom, during the Coffee-time Chat that begins at 11:15 
a.m. This will be to consider one item that requires the congregation's approval. One of our trustees who was elected at 
the Annual Congregational Meeting, Mark Richardson, has come to realize a potential conflict between the professional 
standards to which he must adhere in his employment and the activities that involve the trustees in managing 
Fairlawn's investment portfolio. The congregation needs to formally accept Mark's resignation. Check the calendar above 
for the login details. 

 

 
 
Due by this Sunday, May 30: Our online Father’s Day service needs your pictures. Following the success of our Mother’s 

Day presentation, we’re looking for a picture of you with your father, or someone who was like a father to you, to include 

in our virtual musical offering for Father’s Day. The photo will appear as part of a collage without names, so the Fairlawn 

person needs to be recognizable. We’re also happy to receive pictures of Fairlawn fathers with their children and/or 

grandchildren. Please send your photo in jpg format to Eleanor Daley at eleanor@fairlawnavenueunited.ca by Sunday, 

May 30. Thank you. 

Thursday, May 27 

3 p.m. Children & Youth Research Project 
Meeting 

Sunday, May 30 

10:20 a.m. Sunday Service Audio Only  
Call: 647-374-4685 
Meeting ID: 983 7465 7696 
Password: 7051020 

10:30 a.m. Check here for the Trinity Sunday 
service with the Rev. Rob Metcalf. 

11:15 a.m. Coffee-time Chat & Congregational 
Meeting 
Login: here  
Or call: 647-374-4685 
Meeting ID: 815 6158 2008 
Password: 7051115 

2 p.m.  Children & Youth Research Project 
Meeting 

Monday, May 31 

10:30 a.m. Breast Friends Support Group 

9 p.m. Fairlawn Basketball 

Tuesday, June 1 

10 a.m. Weekly Staff Meeting 

7 p.m. Amnesty International Meeting 

Wednesday, June 2 

12:30 p.m. Mid-week Prayer 
Login: here  
Or call: 647-374-4685 
Meeting ID: 899 3934 7630 
Password: 3061230 
 

7 p.m. Celtic Spirituality: 2nd of series of 4 

7:30 p.m. Christian Meditation. Email Patrick 
Sullivan at patcheen@sympatico.ca in 
advance for login details. 
 

Thursday, June 3 

 3 p.m.  Children & Youth Research Project 
Meeting 

6 p.m. Re-entry Task Group Planning Meeting 

7 p.m. Senior Choir Get-together 

Worship Service 

         Explore Spirituality 
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Due by next Monday, May 31: Pride Sunday Service, June 6 – Voice Your Support! Fairlawn is an Affirming Church and 

Fairlawners are invited to show their support by recording a quick 10 – 20 second video, completing one of the following 

statements: 

·        The Affirm ministry is important to me because.... 
·        Creating a safe space at Fairlawn is important to me because... 
·        Being an ally/allyship is important to me because... 

The Affirm Ministry strives to be fully inclusive of people of all sexual orientations (LGBTQ2S+) and gender identities. It is 

a commitment to working for justice and inclusion for all. We will be making a video collage of your responses for our 

Pride Service. The submission deadline is May 31. For more information about the service and how to record your support, 

please contact Amanda Hancox at es@fairlawnavenueunited.ca. 

 
Mid-week Prayer. Join us on Zoom on Wednesdays from 12:30 – 1 p.m., when the Rev. Douglas duCharme leads our 
weekly gathering time to check in, share experiences, and offer prayers. The Zoom login details are in the Greetings! 
calendar above and at fairlawnchurch.ca (under Fairlawn’s Current Activities). 
 
Celtic Spirituality Series. Join the Rev. Jean Ward to continue the four-part series to “Dip Your Toe in Celtic Spirituality: 
Go to the Sea and the Sea Will Teach You Everything”. The series began this week and will run on Wednesdays, until June 
16, from 7 – 8 p.m. The conversations will allow you to dip your toes, mind, and heart into the elusive, yet earthy, world 
of the Celts and their spiritual ways. Please check here for more details and register here to get the Zoom login details for 

this free series. Everyone is welcome!  

 

 

 

 
Tuesday Lunch Crowd, Tuesday, June 8, on ZOOM. Join Jannie and Paul Mills as they share their wonderful memories of 
their trip paddling down the stunning Nahanni River in the Northwest Territories with their three grown sons. Join us 
around 12:50 p.m. on Zoom. Check next week’s Greetings! for the phone and computer login details. 

Into the Home Stretch – Getting Through the Pandemic Together.  

• Article in The Atlantic: Re-entry to the world post-COVID has been compared to gradually turning up a dimmer 
switch.  We will gradually return to a new ‘normal’. Some will do this more easily than others. Life will be different. 
What we have lost this past year will come into stark focus when we return to familiar places with familiar people. 
This concept is explored in The Atlantic.  

• Join the conversation: Watch Greetings! for an opportunity to join in conversation about coping with the final 
days of COVID and our eventual return to a new ’normal'.  - Kathy Salisbury 

Breast Cancer Support Group. Our group has been going strong since 2012. Over the course of the pandemic, we have 

continued to meet monthly on Zoom. During the past six months, we have welcomed five newly-diagnosed women. If you 

or a friend or neighbour need support, encouragement, or advice about your cancer experience, please contact us at 

eb@fairlawnavenueunited.ca. With virtual meetings, you don’t even have to live nearby. We welcome everyone! 

 

 

 
Out of the Cold. Due to the third wave of the pandemic, the Out of the Cold program run by St. Luke’s has elected to keep 
its doors open into the spring this year to continue to serve meals to those experiencing homelessness in downtown 
Toronto. The Embrace Action (EA) Fund team recently made a contribution to St. Luke’s to support its continued 
operations. Thank you for your generous donations to the EA Fund, which makes emergency support, such as this, 
possible. 
 

L’Arche’s Thank-you. L'Arche Toronto recently thanked Fairlawn’s Embrace Action Fund for its ongoing support. See 

the hand-crafted thank you note on our website. L'Arche Toronto operates four homes in east Toronto for 21 men and 

women with intellectual disabilities, supported by 25 assistant staff. L’Arche helps its core members discover their gifts 

and abilities, and achieve their goals for a meaningful life. It also runs a creative arts day program, called Sol Express, and 

a bridging program to help core members able to live more independently. Check here for a tour of one home and 

L’Arche’s central gathering place. L'Arche is doing its part to create "a world where everyone belongs”. 

 

 
 
 

Condolence. This past week, the long-time Director of Music at Lawrence Park Community Church, Mark Toews, died, 

following treatment for cancer. On behalf of Fairlawn Avenue United, Mary Ellen Richardson, Eleanor Daley, and I sent a 

message to Lawrence Park, expressing our profound sadness and deep condolences on Mark’s death. The message said, 

in part: “Many of us at Fairlawn have known Mark over his long tenure at Lawrence Park as a creative musician and choral 

conductor, as well as a tremendously kind and thoughtful man. His loss will be felt keenly by a great many people, 

beginning with the Lawrence Park family, and extending far beyond. We hold you in prayer.” – Douglas duCharme 

         Experience Belonging 

         Other News 

         Embrace Action 
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•  
 
 
Financial Contributions. The church is continuing online and many congregants are already on our Pre-authorized 
Remittance (PAR) program. If you are not, please consider one of these ways to continue your usual offering: 

• send e-transfers to etransfer@fairlawnavenueunited.ca. 
If you are a new donor, please include your name and mailing address in the memo line, so that we can send 
you a tax receipt at year-end. 

• click on the “Support Fairlawn” icon at fairlawnchurch.ca to: 
o securely donate online and continue to support Fairlawn, 
o sign up to make regular contributions through our PAR program, or 

• mail a cheque to Fairlawn at 28 Fairlawn Avenue, Toronto, ON M5M 1S7. 
Please contact Heather at heather@fairlawnavenueunited.ca for information on these options or to make other 
arrangements. Your ongoing support is deeply appreciated.  

Financial Contributions 
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